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S e c r e t a r y  r ece ived  Bousselham December 16 i n  accord- \ 
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ante ' l a t t e r v  s r e q u e s t  f o r  oppor tun i ty  make cou r t e sy  ca l l .  Ql 
A f t e r  p re l imina ry  exchange, du r ing  which 'Sec re t a ry  com- 

\ 
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plimented Bousselham on h i s  appointment as head of "up- 

graded" Alger ian  I n t e r e s t s  S e c t i o n ,  S e c r e t a r y  asked 

Bousselham t o  Kax convey h i s  b e s t  wishes  t o  Foreign 

M i n i s t e r  Bou te f l i ka ,  whom he r e g r e t t e d  n o t  having seen 

I a t  t h i s  y e a r ' s  General  Assembly s e s s i o n  b u t  hoped t o  see 

I again .  S e c r e t a r y  t hen  expressed b e l i e f  t h a t  US p o l i c y  

1 by 1sraelis a s  w e l l  as ~ r a b k .  secretary- 

I 

I 
I 

I noted USG i n -  handl ing  Middle E a s t  problem sometimes 

i n  Middle E a s t  had assumed more "even-handed" c h a r a c t e r  

s i n c e  h i s  meeting wi th  Bou te f l i ka  a y e a r  ago, Noted 

t h a t  US p o l i c y  i n  Middle E a s t  i$ now s u b j e c t  t o  criticism 

I I f e l t  l i k e  t e n n i s  b a l l :  it g e t s  h i t  from both  s i d e s  of 

NEA/UAR - M r .  ~ t e r n e w  AF - Ambassador Mooee 

S - M r .  Taylor  

! 
! 

I 

t h e  n e t  but game could no t ,  go on wi thou t  it. 

2. ~ o u s s e l h a m ,  r e p l y i n g  cou r t eous ly  t o  S e c r e t a r y ' s  
J , . 
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compliments on his appointment, stated he also wished 

convey Bouteflika's best wishes to Secretary. Referring 
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I to Secretary's comments on poky, he indicated that 

DISTRIBUTION 

despite policy differences between Algeria and the US, 

GOA wished emphasize common interests of both countries 

as basis for cooperation. Bousselham noted US commercial 

activity with Algeria had increased over 100 per cent 

since 1967 break in diplomatic ties. He expressed con- 
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fidence strengthening of Algerian-US economic relations 

would lay foundation for increased cooperation between 

both countries in future. 

3, In reply to Secretary's comment that diplomatic 

relations should exist between countries despite their 

I differences over policy, Bousselham stated that he, 
personally, saw his assignment to Washington as one step 

to be followed by others in expanding relations. 

I 

C L E A R A N C E S :  

4. Secretary then inquired re Algerian policy with 

respect to acceptance so-called political refugees and J 
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e x i l e s .  S e c r e t a r y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  thought  h e  under- 

s t o o d  p o l i c y  b u t  t h a t  h e  was puzz led  by A lge r i an  accep- 

t a n c e  o f  c e r t a i n  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  such a s  Timothy Leary. 

Bousselham exp l a ined  p o l i c y  as one o c c a s i o n a l l y  marked 

by mis takes  which h e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  "you thfu lness , "  S t a t e d  

t h a t  A l g e r i a  had been s u r p r i s e d  by a r r i v a l  of Leary who 

had l i t e r a l l y  "dropped from t h e  s k i e s , "  GOA had endeavored 

t o  f o b  lrrpn him o f f  on Lebanese and Egypt ians ,  bo th  o f  whom, 

however, shun ted  him back t o  A l g i e r s .  Bousselham con- 

c luded  by s t a t i n g  GOA f u l l y  r ecogn ize s  "danger Leary 

poses   for ~ l g e r i a n  youth" and t h a t  h e  i s  be ing  k e p t  

under  s u r v e i l l a n c e  t o  p r even t  any c o n t a c t  w i t h  A lge r i an  

youth. 

5. S e c r e t a r y  a s s u r e d  Bousselham of Department 's  d e s i r e  

be  of  eve ry  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  f a c i l i t a t i n g  h i s  miss ion  and 

C L E A R A N C E S ;  

1 

exp re s sed  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  c o u r t e s i e s  and a s s i s t a n c e  

g iven  by GOA t o  Eag le ton  and members of  USINT A l g i e r s .  

I n  response  t o  S e c r e t a r y ' s  query  re h i s  fami ly ,  Bousse?lam 
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I fou r  c h i l d r e n  and dec la red  t h a t  he thought h i s  c h i l d r e n  
.. , 

- 

would g r e a t l y  b e n e f i t  from t h e i r  so journ  here ,  
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1 6 a  
Following meeting Bousselham expressed deep appre- 
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i n d i c a t e d  he would be r e t u r n i n g  t o  US wi th  h i s  w i fe  and 

c i a t i o n  of S e c r e t a r y ' s  cons ide ra t ion  i n  r e c e i v i n g  him 

I d e s p i t e  S e c r e t a r y ' s  heavy schedule.  He obviously p leased  

1 with  range of i n i t i a l  con tac t s  he has  made i n  Department 

I and deeply impressed by S e c r e t a r y ' s  warm, f r i e n d l y  w e l -  

come and informal  manner. Bousselhamls own manner has 

been markedly outgoing and it was obvious a f t e r  f i r s t  

I few minutes wi th  Sec re t a ry  t h a t  he  f e l t  very much a t  

END 

C L E A R A N C E S :  

J 

- 
Classification 

D R A F T E D  B Y :  D R A F T I N G  D A T E  T E L .  E X T .  A P P R O V E D  B Y :  

DECLASSIFIED 
PA/HO Department of State 
E.O. 12958, as amended 
September 6, 2007




